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Food companies seek cheap publicity via blogs

By Candice Choi, The Associated Press

NEW YORK | The "weird, weird meat" inside the steaming bread pocket looked like Band Aid strips, and the cheese
was "low rent," "ghetto" and finally compared to government-issue fare.

After reading Abi Jones' review of the turkey and cheese Lean Pockets on her blog about frozen foods, one might
think twice before picking up a box at the supermarket. But Nestle SA, maker of Lean Pockets, sent them to Jones
despite past pans of its products on her Web site, HeatEatReview.com.

Obsessive Web sites evaluating the newest eats have become must-reads for lovers of every type of food including
frozen dinners, potato chips, candy bars and even energy drinks. While the readerships for sites like IAteAPie and
Candy Blog are only a few thousand daily, food companies court them as a way to reach an interested audience for
the price of shipping a box.

Courting one blog with a couple of thousand daily readers may not have a huge impact, but marketers can easily
reach several such blogs with little effort, said Debbie Weil, a corporate blogging consultant based in Washington,
D.C.

"Companies are paying attention to the concept of lots and lots of tiny little markets. Added up, it's significant," Weil
said.

The single-minded focus of blogs may be in some ways more valuable than traditional marketing since it's easier to
cherry-pick an audience, said Daniel Taylor, a senior analyst of digital advertising and marketing for the Yankee
Group.

Blogs like HeatEatReview usually spring from personal obsessions. Jones, for example, started her site after nuking
countless frozen meals for lunch at the office. Comparing notes with co-workers, she realized there were no
resources for people interested in learning about the newest products in the freezer aisle.

Now a designer of user experience for Web sites and computer applications, Jones still tests and rates frozen foods
for fun. The site, which gets about 2,000 visitors daily, provides her with a side income from advertising, but not
enough to live on.

The proliferation of many food review sites also shows consumers are more likely to turn to the Web before making
a purchase, even if the item in question is a 69 cent bag of chips. There's no way to tell exactly how many food
review sites there are, but the blogosphere has grown exponentially in the past few years.

And since blogs convey a sense of community, bloggers and experts say readers are more likely to trust their
recommendations over a TV ad.

"[Food blogs] may not have the mass reach, but it's a more engaged, specific audience," said Greg Zimprich, a
spokesman for General Mills Inc. "Their readers are going to care a lot more about a product of ours."

The Minneapolis-based food giant tracks dozens of small blogs devoted to rating foods. Most don't get more than a
couple of thousand daily visits, but General Mills nevertheless sends off its cereal bars, soups and other packaged
foods in hopes of a mention.

Keeping track of popular blogs is part of the job for nearly all the company's public relations officers, who use online
services like Google alerts, BlogPulse and Technorati to track brand mentions. The blogs are often among the top
links returned in online searches for certain brands or categories.

Tanya Taylor knows her blog about healthy foods is on the radar of major companies when they start sending her
products unsolicited. When she gave the new Honey Bunches of Oats with Strawberries a good review,
representatives of cereal maker Post contacted her saying they'd soon send along a chocolate version for review.
Her site, IAteAPie.net, gets about 3,000 daily visits.

Like many other bloggers, Taylor usually notes when a company sends her free samples. Since the site isn't her
primary source of income, Taylor doesn't think accepting samples worth a few dollars will sway her opinion.

To generate buzz for its new hot cereals, Amy's Kitchen recently shipped out samples to several bloggers before
the item hit supermarket shelves. The organic food maker was subsequently inundated with e-mails asking where
the cereals could be found.

Since Amy's doesn't spend money on national advertising, online word of mouth is critical, said Michelle Erbs, the
company's marketing manager.
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Many of the 50 or so sites Amy's tracks are about vegan, gluten-free or vegetarian eating, making the readers ideal
targets for the company. Amy's even tweaked its Indian samosa wrap recipe after several of the sites noted they
were too dry and when HeatEatReview gave its Pesto Tortellini high marks, Erbs left a comment on the site thanking
Jones for the review.

The way any given company reaches out to food blogs varies widely. The Hershey Co. invites bloggers to product
launches along with the mainstream media. Kraft Foods Inc., which owns Post, makes it a point to keep blogs
aware of all  its newest products and even advertises on the more popular sites like HungryGirl and Bite of the Best,
said Sydney Lindner, a company spokeswoman.

Smaller companies, meanwhile, are more likely to reach out personally to bloggers and answer inquiries about
ingredients or production. In return, being reviewed could make a bigger difference for new companies seeking to
gain exposure.

Bonbonbar, a Los Angeles-based maker of handmade chocolate bars and marshmallows, saw an immediate jump
in sales after its chocolate bars were reviewed on Candy Blog.

"A lot of people were buying as a direct result of (blogger Cybele May's) review," said Nina Wanat, the company's
founder.

Wanat, a food blogger herself, said even a not-so-favorable review can help business. Loyal readers understand
that reviews are based on the blogger's particular tastes, and may want to try a product despite a bad review,
Wanat said. The important thing is making people aware that the product is available, she said.

Taylor of IAteAPie agrees.

"The only thing that's worse than a bad review is no review," she said. 

Sponsored Links

Blog Traffic
Get Twice The Blog Traffic With Half The Effort. Free Traffic Tips.
BlogMasterMind.com

Videos & Pictures
Relax and Watch a Video! 100% Free
100links.com/video

Gentle Food Transfer Pump
Transfer Pumps for Food Industry. Easy to Maintain.
WingroveMarketing.com.au

Last 20 messages  

General forum » Candy Apple #3 now avil  for you - Nerdbomber

General forum » Happy birthday LJSP! - Nerdbomber (25)

General forum » "Your" Grammar Police - Nerdbomber (95)

General forum » Obama condemned Don Imus for being ... - Sunny (112)

General forum » Hale Co. Voter Fraud - crudeman (8)

General forum » Happy Easter - Celly (1)

General forum » Who's the smartest on here? - ~Darla~ (386)

General forum » Urgent update on Shy1 - Rhino Guy (39)

General forum » Are endangered species worth saving... - Inspectressgadget (6)

General forum » Many in West Alabama can't read - bamapt (5)

General forum » Message from Bammie - Linda Rogers (34)

General forum » Happy Easter - Long John Short Pants (8)

General forum » Comedy Isn't  What It Used To Be - sweetpea (8)

General forum » The song.. - morning moon goddess (6520)

General forum » Movie Game - morning moon goddess (1462)

General forum » Are we in the "Last Days" of prophe... - PhilipKDick (168)

General forum » Shotout in Gordo - Ursus americanus (29)

General forum » celebrity game.. - morning moon goddess (6769)

General forum » Need a new anus? Go to Germany! - Ursus americanus (25)

General forum » March 23, 2003 - Quick Draw (4)

ERROR: Macro SocialBookmarks is missing!

the Alabama Democratic Conference. 

Expressing faith through dance

For members of the St. Paul Baptist
Church Praise Team, dancing is a way
to worship and communicate praise to God. 

UCP Park tour

Tuscaloosa News reporter Jamon Smith
gets a tour of Nucor United Community
Park in Northport a day before the grand
opening. 

See all videos on TuscTube 

Advertisement

Sponsored Links

Blog and Be Blogged
The future of the Internet is now Join our Thinkernet!
www.InternetEvolution.com

Frozen Food Manufacturer
Thousands of Prequalified Suppliers Trade Leads,
Products & Companies.
www.Alibaba.com

Photoblogs Review
Your photoblog can be a part of our review absolutely free
photoposts.net

Other New York Times Regional Media Group Alabama sites:
TimesDaily | The Gadsden Times | Tide Sports

Copyright © 2008 Tuscaloosa News. All Rights Reserved.

  

http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B3nVgF9nmR4bNDIO20Aaji-DNAeTjjRfMgtyuA8CNtwGwzAsQARgBIKa2iAQoAzgAUM_R0qAGYLnYvoDUAaABmqSS_wOyARZ3d3cudHVzY2Fsb29zYW5ld3MuY29tugEPNDIweDIwMF9wYXNfc2xuyAEB2gFHaHR0cDovL3d3dy50dXNjYWxvb3NhbmV3cy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA4MDMyMy9ORVdTLzgwMzIzMDMyMC8xMDAxL1RMMjOAAgGpAozO_itnQq4-qAMB6ANH6AP4A-gDhQboAxn1AwgAAAA&num=1&adurl=http://www.BlogMasterMind.com&client=ca-nytregional_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BL8qEF9nmR4bNDIO20Aaji-DNAYCa8DuElaTzA8CNtwGQThACGAIgpraIBCgDOABQ-fTjtQdgudi-gNQBsgEWd3d3LnR1c2NhbG9vc2FuZXdzLmNvbboBDzQyMHgyMDBfcGFzX3NsbsgBAdoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudHVzY2Fsb29zYW5ld3MuY29tL2FydGljbGUvMjAwODAzMjMvTkVXUy84MDMyMzAzMjAvMTAwMS9UTDIzgAIByAKossQBqAMB6ANH6AP4A-gDhQboAxn1AwgAAAA&num=2&ggladgrp=17053891040424748868&gglcreat=16706536784822269481&adurl=http://geoswitch.100links.com/4you/find/blog%2520readers/%3Fq3%3Dblog%2520readers&client=ca-nytregional_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BTaizF9nmR4bNDIO20Aaji-DNAbjNmC-gyIeWAsCNtwGg6DsQAxgDIKa2iAQoAzgAUJL0oM0GYLnYvoDUAbIBFnd3dy50dXNjYWxvb3NhbmV3cy5jb226AQ80MjB4MjAwX3Bhc19zbG7IAQHaAUdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnR1c2NhbG9vc2FuZXdzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLzIwMDgwMzIzL05FV1MvODAzMjMwMzIwLzEwMDEvVEwyM6kCjM7-K2dCrj6oAwHoA0foA_gD6AOFBugDGfUDCAAAAA&num=3&adurl=http://www.wingrovemarketing.com.au/gentle-transfer-pump.html&client=ca-nytregional_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BhZIsG9nmR-fvMYLI0AarrLy-Ac6dhTGKl9efBMCNtwGA0w4QARgEIKa2iAQoAzgAUI3S3sUHYLnYvoDUAbIBFnd3dy50dXNjYWxvb3NhbmV3cy5jb226AQ8zMDB4MjUwX3Bhc19zbG7IAQHaAUdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnR1c2NhbG9vc2FuZXdzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLzIwMDgwMzIzL05FV1MvODAzMjMwMzIwLzEwMDEvVEwyM-ABAsgCvoLlA6gDAegDR-gD-APoA4UG6AMZ9QMIAAAA&num=4&adurl=http://www.internetevolution.com/default.asp%3Fkw%3Dgglwh_internetevolution_blog&client=ca-nytregional_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BU_SZG9nmR-fvMYLI0AarrLy-Ac3I_y2p46uRAsCNtwGA8QQQAhgFIKa2iAQoAzgAUNzlyZX7_____wFgudi-gNQBoAH37NL9A7IBFnd3dy50dXNjYWxvb3NhbmV3cy5jb226AQ8zMDB4MjUwX3Bhc19zbG7IAQHaAUdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnR1c2NhbG9vc2FuZXdzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLzIwMDgwMzIzL05FV1MvODAzMjMwMzIwLzEwMDEvVEwyM-ABAsgCjYd7qAMB6ANH6AP4A-gDhQboAxn1AwgAAAA&num=5&ggladgrp=6391618079841287513&gglcreat=17684189901421166902&adurl=http://www.alibaba.com/showroom/Frozen_Food.html%3Fsrc%3Dgoogle%26albch%3Dgoogle%26albcp%3DContent_Country2%26albkw%3Dfrozen-food-None%26albag%3DProduct_Country2_Frozen-Food_None%26albmt%3DPhrase%26albst%3DContent&client=ca-nytregional_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B_DFxG9nmR-fvMYLI0AarrLy-AemgmT7t-t2TBcCNtwGQvwUQAxgGIKa2iAQoAzgAUJ_ssKP8_____wFgudi-gNQBsgEWd3d3LnR1c2NhbG9vc2FuZXdzLmNvbboBDzMwMHgyNTBfcGFzX3NsbsgBAdoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudHVzY2Fsb29zYW5ld3MuY29tL2FydGljbGUvMjAwODAzMjMvTkVXUy84MDMyMzAzMjAvMTAwMS9UTDIz4AECqAMB6ANH6AP4A-gDhQboAxn1AwgAAAA&num=6&adurl=http://photoposts.net&client=ca-nytregional_html
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/6941074607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/9311004607/r/9841074607#9841074607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/3511082607/r/5741074607#5741074607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/8251094507/r/5331074607#5331074607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/1161063607/r/2621084607#2621084607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/7291054607/r/9121084607#9121084607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/5831060026/r/8611074607#8611074607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/3231043607/r/9291064607#9291064607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/2691093607/r/3191054607#3191054607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/8641044607/r/9671064607#9671064607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/5391073607/r/6571064607#6571064607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/5421034607/r/4261064607#4261064607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/6731082607/r/7061064607#7061064607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/9811094106/r/8071054607#8071054607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/1631020676/r/1961054607#1961054607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/3151078207/r/7861054607#7861054607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/9521072607/r/5351064607#5351064607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/4591090116/r/7661054607#7661054607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/8971072607/r/7941064607#7941064607
http://forums.tuscaloosanews.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/5981059265/m/6261044607/r/3051054607#3051054607
http://www.tuscaloosanews.com/section/tusctube&videoid=1467298292
http://www.tuscaloosanews.com/section/tusctube&videoid=1459252161
http://www.tuscaloosanews.com/section/TUSCTUBE
http://www.gadsdentimes.com/
http://www.timesdaily.com/
http://www.tidesports.com/
em
Highlight

em
Highlight


